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We were sorry to see the retirement of Judy Waters 
from Photography during December last. Judy has 
been a loyal volunteer for thirty-eight years and 
most of that time has devoted her considerable time 
and energy into the Angus McNeil Glass Negative 
Collection.  We had a quiet morning tea and 
presentation for Judy on 14 December which was 
all she wanted however she will keep in touch and 
perhaps be available for occasional consultancy.  
It is to her great credit that the massive task of 
scanning and cataloguing the 60,000 odd Angus 
McNeil negatives is basically completed. Debbie 
Reynolds will now manage Photographics.

Barbara and I had a meeting with Council on 27 
November 2018 and discussed a range of topics 
including building and grounds maintenance, 
MRHS debt to Council, the Dondingalong Church 
Project and a safer southbound turning lane into 
the South Kempsey Park.

It is good to see membership renewals coming in, 
for those who haven’t resubscribed yet, there is 
still time to help us in the running of the Society 
and the Museum.

Our cutover to NBN on 4 January was an 
unmitigated disaster.  We were given a white box 
by Telstra and told to simply plug it in however 
we lost all our printer connectivity, email and main 
Canon scanning facilities.  We finally got email up 
and running again but on a different application, 
Mozilla Thunderbird.  Our printers were finally 
working again after several service calls from one 
of our IT suppliers costing over $400.  Our main 
Canon scanner is still not working and our original 
three year support and maintenance package for the 
Sharescan product expired two years ago.  I have 
had to place an order from our service organisation 
for $1,496 to reinstate the software and install an 
NUC (mini PC) with new three year maintenance 
and support package.  The Canon scanner facility 
is essential as it provides multi page scanning for 
book digitisation, records back up and converting 
printed records into soft copy.   

So far this year we have not attracted any new 
volunteers so I am asking people to put the call 
out once again as we usually lose two or three 
volunteers during the year as their circumstances 
change.

I did a tally of our book sales during the year and 

President Report

The Annual General Meeting of members of the Macleay River Historical Society will be held 
on Tuesday 19 March at 2.30pm at Kempsey Museum.

Please contact the secretary for information forms or call the museum on 02 6562 7572.

Ruth Woodward
Honorary Secretary

THE MACLEAY RIVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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We had twenty five requests for Research from the 
end of November. These included:

Families: Griffiths Tree/Trees and Coleman, 
Avery, Hickson, Mary Alford and Clegg children, 
McPhillips, Kellion, McCudden, Morton, Rafferty, 
Sands Brothers, Escott, Neal, Plummer and 
Dowling. 

Locations: 122 Broughton Street, West Kempsey; 
St Andrew’s Church, Smith Street, Kempsey; 36 
Lord Street, East Kempsey; St George’s Hostel, 
West Kempsey.

Topics: Trial Bay Gaol Internees (German period), 
New Entrance Training Wall, Toorooka (meaning 
of), Mining sands at Crescent Head.

James spent a couple of days with us researching 
Trial Bay inmates for a thesis he is working on.

Peter from Burwood Historical Society visited our 
Museum and presented us with some photographs 
of items relating to the first naturalisation ceremony 
held at Bellbrook on 13 February 1963. John Del 
Medico an Italian by birth, was naturalised by 
the then Shire President Cr D J O’Dell. John was 
foreman in charge of bridge works at Blackbird 
Flat at the time. We found a Macleay Argus article 
on the ceremony which we passed on to John via 
Peter.

Phil Lee
For Research Manager

Museum Report

The Christmas Morning Tea was held on 11 
December and we had a wonderful spread although 
attendance could have been better. Many thanks 
to all those involved in the food preparation and 
everything else.

The new iMac computer was installed and the 
old one moved to the visitor terminal position.  
Both provide faster access to the databases. The 
Photography Database is being rebuilt and Colin 
and Ken will be working on it.

Ken completed his secondment to the Australian 
Museum and is putting his new skills into practice 
in displaying our Johnstone’s River crocodile in a 
suitable enclosure.

Our bookbinder has completed our bound volumes 
of Macleay River Historical Society Journals and 
these are now on the shelves under the Angus 
McNeil prints. There are four volumes and the 
Journals can now be read like a book and visitors 
can look up and examine a particular Journal before 
deciding to buy a copy. They will be for inhouse 
use only and will not be commercially available.

Donations since November included a drover’s 

pannikin, Fridor sewing machine made in Holland 
to a Swiss design, two books Memoirs of the Court 
of Louis XIV first published in 1819 (rebound in 
2018), account books from H F Hand and Co, 
bottle collection, old carpenter’s tools (used by A 
W Lee, Greenhill), woollen gloves from a WW2 
comforts pack, copy of 1886 wedding dress from 
Mouatt family), Cyclops Dinky and Scooter and 
relics from the Euroka Methodist church.  Some of 
our recent donations have been put on display in 
the round display case in the Museum.

Phil Lee

Research Report

found our best seller was Valley of the Macleay 
(23 copies) followed by The Everson Families (14 
copies) and The North Coast Railway (13 copies).  
I estimated our total book sales for the year at 
$3,150. The Macleay Valley: A collection of early 
historical studies is also selling well although it is 
not reflected in the 2018 sales as it was printed in 
November. All the books we recently discounted 
also appear to be selling well.  

The Australian Geographic article by Peter 
Meredith featuring the Macleay Valley came out 
in the January-February issue. I put a link to the 
promotional video onto our Facebook page which 
attracted wide attention. It was also shared on 
Blast from Kempsey Past. Although the team took 
many photos inside the Museum none of these 
were used.

Phil Lee
President


